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A founder of both the Association and his company, International Maritime
Carriers Group, Mr. Tsao was involved with the Association since its inception
in 1957, and took over the chairmanship in November 2003.

Mr Tsao attached great importance to the promotion of Hong Kong shipping
and the development of maritime education. Under his leadership, the
Association raised donations to set up the Hong Kong Maritime Museum in
Murray House, Stanley. With his support, the industry also raised funds to
create a maritime library and research centre on the campus of The Hong
Kong Polytechnic University.

Mr. Tsao spared no effort to strengthen the Association’s role at the national
level. He led delegation visits to different parts of the Mainland, and
initiated the establishment of the “China Promotion Fund” to encourage
professional and information exchanges.

(1924 - 2019)
Tan Sri Frank Wen-King Tsao, SBS
HKSOA Chairman 2004 - 2005
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Mr. Hughes-Hallett was a strong supporter of the Association and of the
maritime industry in general . Under his chairmanship, the Association
examined various aspects of the Hong Kong ship register and made valuable
recommendations to the Government to reform the Hong Kong Flag,
enhance its competitiveness and ensure its continued growth. Today, the
Hong Kong Flag is the world’s fourth largest ship register.

Outside the Association, Mr. Hughes-Hallett had many interests. He
chaired the Swire Group’s public interests in Hong Kong, including Cathay
Pacific Airways, and later Swire’s private family holding company in the
(1949 - 2019) United Kingdom. He was also, inter alia, Chairman of Clarksons, Chairman
of the Courtauld Institute of Art, and a non-executive director of the
HSBC Holdings. He was a legend of Hong Kong business and provided a
great example to many other leaders and entrepreneurs.

Mr James Hughes-Hallett,
CMG, SBS
HKSOA Chairman 1998 - 1999
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