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The Association, through its Sub-committees, plays 
a major part in the work of the Asian Shipowners 
Forum (ASF).

The members of the ASF are 8 Shipowner Associations in the Asian 
region, being those from Australia (ASA), China (CSA), Chinese 
Taipei (NACS), Hong Kong (HKSOA), India (INSA), Japan (JSA), 
Korea (KSA) and the Federation of ASEAN Shipowner Associations 
(FASA), which comprises the Shipowner Associations of Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.  

The ASF normally meets once a year. In 2010, the 19th meeting 
was hosted by the HKSOA and held in Hong Kong from 24 to 26 
May 2010, and in 2011, the 20th meeting will be hosted by FASA 
and held in Bali, Indonesia.

The 16th meeting of the Forum agreed to establish a permanent 
office in Singapore and Mr. Wang Cheng was appointed the first 
Secretary General of the Asian Shipowners Forum in July 2007.  
Mr. Wang Cheng retired from the post in 2009, and Mr. Yuichi 
Sonoda was appointed acting Secretary General in late 2009, his 
appointment reconfi rmed at the 19th ASF in 2010.  The setting up 
of a permanent offi ce and appointment of the Secretary General 
are essential steps in building the influence and participation of 
Asian shipowners in global maritime affairs.

The on-going work of the ASF is carried out by the 5 ‘S’ 
Committees; the Seafarer’s Committee (SC), the Shipping 
Economics and Review Committee (SERC), the Ship Insurance and 
Liability Committee (SILC), the Safe Navigation and Environment 
Committee (SNEC), and the Ship Recycling Committee (SRC).

The Association is active in the work of the ASF; Mr. George Chao 
is Chairman of the Ship Insurance and Liability Committee, and the 
Association secretariat acts as secretary for this Committee as well 
as the Seafarer’s Committee.  Members of the Association sit on all 
5 Committees.

The ASF Seafarers Committee (SC) held its 16th Interim 
meeting in Qingdao, China, 21 to 22 October 2010.  The main 
objectives of the Committee are to ensure and maintain common 
standards of training, to promote the stability of employment 
and competitiveness of Asian seafarers and to monitor, consider 
and comment on any new international maritime legislation on 
Seafarer’s Welfare, and Manning and Training.  Subjects discussed 
included Piracy and its effect on Seafarers and their families, 
Seafarers Recruitment and Training, Shore leave for seafarers, the 
Review of STCW ’95 Convention and the ILO Maritime Labour 
Convention 2006.

The ASF Shipping Economics and Review Committee (SERC) 
held its 23rd Interim meeting in Okinawa, Japan on 29 to 30 
November 2010.  The purpose of the Committee is to promote 
the continuous and healthy development of the Asian shipping 
industry through a frank exchange of views, which is also designed 
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to foster fair competition, mutual trust and cooperation amongst 
Asian carriers.  Subjects discussed include the World Economy, the 
Dry Bulk, Tanker and Liner Shipping Markets, Anti-Trust Immunity for 
Liner Shipping and Security and Environmental concerns.

The ASF Ship Insurance and Liability Committee (SILC) held its 16th 
Interim meeting in Hong Kong on 22 March 2011. The Committee 
discussed the potential liabilities in carrying armed guards to protect 
against piratical attacks, the PRC Regulation on the Prevention and 
Control of Marine Pollution from Ships, the proposed United States 
sanctions against Iran, and the Fair Treatment and Criminalization of 
seafarers, amongst other issues.

The ASF Safe Nav igat ion and Env i ronment Commit tee 
(SNEC) held its 19 and 20 Interim meetings in Singapore on 
17 September 2010 and 18 March 2011 respectively.  The 
objective of the Committee is to discuss topics and issues relating 
to the enhancement of security, safe navigation of ships and 
protection of the marine environment.  Subjects discussed include 
Piracy and Armed Robbery, Safety of Navigation, Air Pollution, and 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions, amongst other issues.

The ASF Ship Recycling Committee (SRC) held its 14th Interim 
meeting in Hanoi, Vietnam on 25 March 2011.  Subjects discussed 
included the IMO draft Convention on Ship Recycling and its 
related Guidelines, and environmental concerns related to the 
recycling of ships.

2011 3 22

2010 9
17 2011 3 18 19

20

  

2011 3 25
14


